Activation of complement by circulating immune complexes isolated from leprosy patients.
Circulating immune complexes isolated from different types of leprosy sera as polyethylene glycol (PEG) precipitates were found to be efficient activators of the alternative pathway of complement. PEG precipitates from BL/LL leprosy patients and those with erythema nodosum leprosum were found to activate both the classical pathway and the alternative pathway of complement efficiently, while PEG precipitates from TT/BT leprosy patients and borderline tuberculoid patients in reaction were found to active the alternative pathway of complement but not the classical pathway. No significant differences were observed between the PEG precipitates from reactional and nonreactional TT/BT and BL/LL patients in their complement activating ability.